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Mr. TERRY and Mr. CROWLEY
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to
‘‘yea.’’

So the Senate joint resolution was
passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:
Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote

No. 50 on congratulating the United States
Military Academy at West Point I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 50,
I was conducting official business in my San
Diego, California district. Had I been present,
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to busi-
ness in the District, I respectfully request a
leave of absence from legislative business
scheduled for today, Wednesday, March 6.
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’
on rollcall No. 48 on approving the Journal;
‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 49, the motion to proceed
to the previous question during the consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 275; and ‘‘aye’’ on the
motion to suspend the rules and pass S.J.
Res. 32.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I was attend-
ing important business in my Congressional
District on March 6th, which included activities
relating to the Primary election in California.

I request that the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
reflect that had I been present and voting, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 48,
‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 49, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
No. 50.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2001, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. GANSKE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GANSKE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

CEASEFIRE BETWEEN THE SRI
LANKAN GOVERNMENT AND THE
LTTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the House floor this evening to bring
to the attention of my colleagues a his-
toric peace initiative between the Sri
Lankan Government and the LTTE.

On February 22, 2002, the Prime Min-
ister of Sri Lanka, the Honorable
Wickremesinghe, and the leader of the
LTTE, Mr. Prabhakaran, signed an
agreement that established a long-term
cease fire by both sides that signifies
the beginning of peace talks and, sim-
ply, a new era of peace for war-torn Sri
Lanka.

For nearly 2 decades now, there has
been a civil war taking place between
the Government of Sri Lanka and the
LTTE, one of the world’s most dan-
gerous guerilla groups. The cease fire
was negotiated by Norway and will be
overseen by Norway, Sweden, Finland,
and Denmark.

I am optimistic about this movement
towards peace and feel the United
States should extend its support for
this agreement to end years of violent
blood shed. Indeed, the LTTE will have
to show great will to bring an end to
its violent attacks that have claimed
tens of thousands of innocent lives.
However, the current global situation
has provided a glimpse of hope that
this cease fire will be a successful en-
deavor.

Mr. Speaker, since the September 11
attacks, there has been a desire
throughout the world to move away
from senseless violence; and clearly, we
began a new campaign against ter-
rorism. This new atmosphere may po-
tentially foster improved relations be-
tween Sri Lanka and the LTTE. Addi-
tionally, the LTTE may have been
more apt to agree to this peace agree-
ment since their popularity and their
financial support was waning through
countries that formerly favored them
or provided support.
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